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Madam President, 
In the debate on the Motion of Thanks two weeks ago, I made the point that Tin Shui Wai was a place no one ever went to ― unless they lived there, or they absolutely had to visit it for some reasons. And for most of us, there is no such thing as a reason to visit Tin Shui Wai.

Since then, we have heard quite a few ideas about how we could encourage more economic activities in the area. Social enterprises are an

obvious example ― maybe in recreational, leisure or cultural activities. Some people have called for the Government to locate some of its own offices there. There are also suggestions to change the social mix of residents.

One aim must be to get more outsiders coming in ― whether it is to have

fun, or to work, or maybe to live. The residents of Tin Shui Wai have an

average household income significantly below the Hong Kong average. They cannot support many local businesses. And without local businesses, there are no jobs. It is a vicious cycle. We should, wherever possible, rely on market forces and free enterprise to stimulate wealth creation. But in the case of Tin Shui Wai, I believe we can justify some direct government intervention. That is because ― if we are honest ― the Government has created many of the problems in Tin Shui Wai in the first place.
We are talking about decisions made many years ago, going back to the

1980s. The policymakers and planners were good men and women, dedicated to doing their best for the community. But we can now see that the plans and the forecasts have not worked out as expected.

This applies to some other new towns in the New Territories, but Tin

Shui Wai is an extreme example. It is physically out of the way. Few

businesses have ever invested in the area. There is not much of a middle-class population with any spending power. The cost of transport to other parts of Hong Kong makes it harder for people to find work. Housing is very dense, and there are not enough communal facilities. On top of that, it has a high concentration of residents from the Mainland, who suffer discrimination from employers. Many ― not all, but many ― of these things are ultimately the result of government policy and planning.

The Government therefore has a duty to act. The emphasis should be on

economic stimulation, not on hand-outs. But I think we need to be open-minded about this. For example, the location of Tin Shui Wai is a real disadvantage. You could argue that giving special subsidies to public transport serving the town would be justified as a way to level the playing field. You could also argue that it would be removing a disadvantage, rather than giving a free lunch.

Some issues divide our community and divide this Council. But there

are some of the things that I think we all agree on, and one is that Tin Shui Wai is a matter of shame to Hong Kong. I believe the Government will have very broad and strong support for any measures that will be effective in regenerating that sometimes tragic town. Thank you.
